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TABLE OF MEASUREMENTS OF HEIGHT AND 


CIRCUMFERENCE OF TREES 


IN THE MARIPOSA GROVE. 


i 

■ " 

Cirvuiiifereiice 


-■ ■ .-r 

Xo. 

Height. 

nt 

nt six feet above the 

Remarks. 



Ground. 

Grouiul. 

6 


77.5 



7 


73.5 



11 


63. 



13 

344 

03. 


Very One symmetrical tree. 

15 

373 



Fine sound tree. 

10 


80..5 


31 feet in diameter. Hollow. 

30 


73.0 

00. 

Fine tree. 

31 

'350 

'48. ' 

44. 

Very One tree, not swollen at base. 

37 


39 


89.8 



31 

35 

iso 

35.7 

65. 

39.6 

50.8 

Very straiglit and symmetrical. 

38 

336 

37. 



49 

194 




51 

318 

•56. 

39. 

Very One tree. 

53 

349 


40. 

Fine tree. 

60 


81 6 

59. 

Very One tree, but burned at base. 

64 


83.4 

50. 

V ery One tree. 

66 

33i 

39.8 


69 

319 

35.7 



70 

335 

43.9 



77 

197 


37.8 


103 

158 

355 

333 


50. 

Very One tree. 

164 

343 


37.0 


169 


79 6 


Much burned at base. 

171 

368 

83.7 


Badly burned on one side. 

174 


40.8 

194 

193 


46. 

Two trees, united at the base. 

305 

306 

339 

87.8 

.... j 

Much burned on one side, formerly over 
100 feet in circumference. 

335 

70.4 


316 

'319 


03.3 

Very large tree, much burned at base. 

336 


48. 

Fine tree. 

336 

356 


46. 


338 

'187 


57. 

26.6 

36 feet in diameter, burned on one side. 

339 


345 

370 

81.0 

67.3 

Burned on one side. 

353 


74.3 

60. 

363 

375 


50. 

08. 


Half burned away at base. 

386 

390 


70. 

'46. ' 

Burned on one side nearly to centre. 

301 

304 

360 

93.7 

51. 

( 

Largest tree in the Grove, 37 feet in diame- 

.... ^ 

ter, but all burned away on one side. 
Splendid tree, over 100 feet in circum- 

330 


91.6 


.... - 

ference originally ; but much burned 
at base. 



348 

227 


51. 



From tlie above table it will be seen, that there are several trees 
in this grove larger than anj^ in the Calaveras, and that their average size 
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is greater. The average height of the Mariposa trees, however, is less than 
that of the Calaveras ; and the highest of the former, 272 feet, is 53 feet less 
than the tallest one of the latter. There is a burned stumii on the north 
side of the grove, nearty all gone, but indicating a tree of a size perhaps 
a little greater than any now existing here. The beauty of the Mariposa 
Grove has been sadly marred by the ravages of fire, which has evidently 
swept through it again and again, almost ruining many of the finest 
trees. Still, the general appearance of the grove is extremely grand and 
imposing. 

The jirincipal trees associated with the Big Trees in this grove are : the 
pitch and sugar pines, the Douglas spruce, the white fir {Picea grandis), 
and the bastard cedar {Libocedrus decurrens) ; the latter so much 
resembles the Big Tree in the general appearance of its trunk and bark, 
that there was no person in our party who could certainlj'' distinguish 
the two species at a little distance. 

There are but veiy few of the young Big Trees growing within the 
grove, where probably they have been destroyed by fire ; around the base 
of several of the large trees, on the outskirts of the grove, there are small 
lilantations of young Sequoias, of all sizes, up to six or eight inches in 
diameter, but only a few as large as this. Those trees which are about 
ten feet in diameter and entirely uninjured by fire, in the full symmetry 
of a vigorous growth of say 500 years, are, although not as stupendous 
as the older giants of the forest, still exceedingly beautiful and impressive. 

The meadows on the Big Tree Grant abound in gay, blooming flowers. 
Mr. Bolander enumerates, as the most conspicuous : Rudbeckia Calif or- 
nica, Gray ; Aconitum nasutum, Fischer ; Anisocarpus Bolanderi, Gray ; 
Boykinia occidentalis, T. and G. ; Sidalcea makeceflora. Gray ; Myrica 
Oale, L. ; Ilidsia brevifolia, Gray ; Epilobium angustifolium ; Yeratrum 
Calif ornicmn. A species of lupine is very abundant, and this, with the 
Rudbeckia, gives the main coloring to the meadows, which also abound 
with numerous carices. 

The southern division of the Mariposa Grove, or Lower Grove, as it 
is usually called, is said to contain about half as many trees as the one 
just described. They are much scattered among other trees, and do not, 
therefore, present as imposing an appearance as those in the other grove, 
where quite a large number can often be seen from one point. The 
largest tree in the Lower Grove is the one known as the “ Grizzly Giant," 
of which two photographs are here given, (Nos. 23 and 24), one showing 
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